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Welcome to July, and the start of 
the second half of 2021! It’s been a 
wild ride to get here, but there are 
definite signs of progress towards 
a new day on the horizon.
One of our most interesting 
governance tasks as the Board is 
the annual review of the Co-op’s 
accomplishments and results in 
support of our Ends Statement. In 
some ways it is similar to a year-
end summary performance review 
with your boss. The 2021 review 
occurred at our May Board meeting.
Our Ends Statement is a written 
policy that defines the high-level 
outcomes and benefits we want 
to occur as a result of all the work 
done by the Co-op. We try to 
make the statement meaningful 
and clear enough to provide long-
term direction for management 
to plan with and work towards.
In normal times the review of the 
Co-op’s accomplishments against 
the Ends is a pretty amazing tour 
of the myriad positive impacts 

the organization has for our 
Owners and local community. First 
Alternative strives to be known 
as much more than “just another 
grocery store,” and is very effective 
in that effort. Looking back over 
the accomplishments of the past 

year against the backdrop of the 
challenges we faced—pandemic, 
smoke, fires; and the countless 
intertwined domino effects 
that accompanied each—was 
nothing short of remarkable.
A key takeaway for me from the 
review was the deep and reciprocal 
ties the Co-op has with our local 

suppliers. In the early days of the 
pandemic, when national and 
regional grocery suppliers were in 
chaos and out of everything else, 
our local farmers and producers 
reached out to us with offers of 
increased production and deliveries 
to help keep our shelves stocked. 
Later in the year, the Co-op focused 
on helping our local suppliers 
with several creative marketing 
features, including things like virtual 
farm tours (available on the First 
Alternative Facebook page and 
YouTube channel). We also kept up 
our community-focused donations in 
what was a critical time of need for 
many organizations; held fundraisers 
for deserving causes; and through 
all this, managed to turn a profit in 
2020 and return that to our Owners 
in the form of a patronage dividend. 
Thank you all for your support 
during this very challenging time!
The first months of 2021 have 
been more financially challenging, 
not only due to ongoing COVID 
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July Board Committee Meetings
Committee meetings are currently taking place on Zoom. Owners interested in 
virtually attending should contact BREC@firstalt.coop for details.

Board Recruitment & Elections 
Committee: Working to recruit 
qualified Board candidates. 
Tuesday, July 13, 6 pm

Finance Committee:  
Reviews, analyzes, and makes 
recommendations on financial matters.
Wednesday, July 14, 4:30 pm 

Owner Relations Committee:  
The primary conduit for relations and 
communications between Owners and 
Board. Wednesday, July 14, 6 pm

First Alternative Board  
of Directors: Elected Owners 
putting cooperative principles into 
action. Tuesday, July 27, 6pm

SOUTH STORE

8 am -8 pm daily

NORTH STORE

8 am -9 pm daily

Pick-up & Delivery  
at firstalt.coop/order 



Small salad $4.99  Large salad $8.99
NAME

SIZE
small

GREENS
spinach

VEGGIES (4 free, 50¢ for each additional)
tomato
cucumber
red onion
shredded carrot
shredded beet

TOPPINGS (2 free, 50¢ for each additional)
artichoke hearts
giant white beans
marinated chickpeas
dolmas (2 pieces)
roasted red pepper
roasted garlic
olive mix

DRESSING (1 free, 50¢ for each additional)
ranch
chipotle ranch
balsamic vinaigrette

EXTRAS (add $1 ea.)
avocado
chevre

Proteins from deli case may be added for additional price by weight.

large

spring mix

sliced mushroom
broccoli
diced red pepper
sliced cabbage

olive tapenade
sauerkraut
shredded cheddar 
shredded Parmesan
shredded mozzarella
feta crumbles

thousand island
honey mustard
vegan caesar

fresh mozzarella
hummus

impacts but also the January fire which destroyed 
the South Store annex and Commissary. We have 
been monitoring the situation closely. As of this 
writing sales are showing signs of slight recovery, 
helped by the first few weeks of bakery and other 
ready-to-eat goods resuming from the temporary 
commissary space coming online in May. I recently had 
my first First Alternative scone since January, and can 
personally vouch that they taste as yummy as ever!
We are fortunate to have a good cash foundation 
at this time due to some extraordinary one-
time events —pandemic stimulus and insurance 
reimbursements. It’s good to have this in place 
now, because we’re going to need it to rebuild the 
annex and potentially do more than was originally 
there. For the annex itself, we have multiple bids 
for the reconstruction in review with the insurance 
company and should have an update later in July.
We would like to do more than simply replace the 
old annex, however. We want to tie this effort into 
a larger vision for our future, using the new annex 
as a cornerstone of an enhanced South store. The 
Board’s Strategic Planning Committee and Owner 

Relations Committee are working together to get 
feedback from Owners and the community on the 
future of the South Store. Soon they will begin seeking 
participants for focus groups on expansion possibilities, 
whether within the current store space or possibly in 
another location in South Town. If you are interested 
in being a part of this process, you can email the 
committees at spc@firstalt.coop or orc@firstalt.coop.

You may have noticed something new in the 
sentence above. In July we are introducing enhanced 
communication channels to the Board, standardizing on 
email addresses for Board members and committees 
that are all in the @firstalt.coop domain. This will 
make Board email consistent with our staff policy 
as well as our website. Each Board member will 
now be reachable by “firstname.lastname.board@
firstalt.coop”. Board committees will be reachable 
by simple addresses as referenced above. By 
bringing the Board communications into alignment 
with the broader First Alternative digital presence 
we hope to make it even easier for our 12,000+ 
Owners to add their voice to our co-operative.

Have a wonderful summer! Let us know your 
thoughts at faboard@firstalt.coop. 

Interested in becoming an Owner? Visit the Customer Service desk or firstalt.coop/ownership
35

New First 
Alternative 
Owners in 

May:

Become an Co-op Owner: Everyone Can Shop, Anyone Can Join

Dear Co-op Owners, We'd like to hear from you! Send letters and 
we'll publish what we can every month in The Scoop. Letters over 
250 words will be edited for length. All letters subject to editing for 
spelling, grammar, and clarity. Letters should include author’s name, 
Owner #, and contact information. Contact info won't be published. 
Opinions are not necessarily supported by Co-op, Board, staff, or 
Owners. Email letters to: scoop@firstalt.coop or mail them to 1007 SE 
3rd St., Attn: The Scoop. Deadline for submissions is the 15th of  the 
month prior to publication.  

...From the previous page

SAVE: Get 10% off your  purchases one day per month. EARN: Owners receive 
a patronage dividend in years the  Co-op is profitable. The more you spend, the 
more you earn! SUPPORT: Invest in a locally-owned business that supports 
local farmers and producers, fair trade practices, sustainability,  and community. 
VOTE: Each Owner has an equal voice. Vote for or serve on our  Board of 
Directors and vote for annual donation recipients. CONNECT: Enjoy access 
to Co-op Community events for Owners and build a sense of community.



@firstaltcoop

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter for news, 
recipes, and special offers or scan the QR Code to join our 
email list and get special announcements and the twice-
monthly Co-op Connection Newsletter sent to your inbox.
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Demian 
Hommel

Tyra 
Jansson

Rob 
May

Emily 
Stimac

Thanks for voting, Co-op Owners! In this year's election, a total of  1,038 electronic and 
paper ballots were cast for our Board of  Director's Election candidates. That's a great 
turnout! Of  the six candidates in the running—all of  them great— you've selected three 
incumbents, Demian Hommel, Tyra Jansson, and Rob May, and one brand new Board 
member, Emily Stimac. Congratulations to all of  you, and welcome to the Board, Emily!

Co-op Board of Directors Election Results
Meet your new Board members!

Keep reading the Scoop in the coming months to hear from your Board of  Directors and to learn more!



We're so excited to be cooking for you again this summer
The Co-op Kitchen Summer Menu is Here!

As summer heats up, look for seasonal 
faves—old and new—fresh from our 
temporary kitchen downtown! 

Power up your next picnic with 
our famous Coleslaw and Potato 
Salad. No need for tempeh tantrums, 
Tempeh Bang Bang, and Lemon 
Grilled Tempeh are back. Make 
dinner a no-effort winner with 
Teriyaki Chicken & Veggie Fried 
Rice, Spinach & Feta Meatballs, 
and, coming soon, a la carte BBQ 
Pork (sliders here we come!) and 
heat-and-eat Pasta & Meatballs! 

Look for the Co-op Candy Shoppe this season at all Corvallis Knights home games at Goss Stadium

Fresh from our temporary kitchen in downtown Corvallis to you!


